
 

Year 2 Curriculum Overview 2019-20 
Term Autumn Spring Summer 

Enquiry 
Question 

Food, Glorious Food 
How can we have a healthy life? 
Is there enough food for everybody in the 
world? Food waste; food miles; packaging 

Do we look after our world? 
Oceans; deforestation/reduction of habitats; 
litter; recycling 
Life at and on sea 

Why do we have castles? 
How have castles made the UK what it 
is today?  
1066 Battle of Hastings, Bayeux Tapestry, 
and differences in jobs, clothing and 
homes. 

Visit / 
Visitors 

Hovis/Warburtons visitor 
Shopping in Crookes- Unwrapped 

The Deep, Hull 
Local walks – litter pick 

Lincoln Castle 

Maths 

Place value; addition 
and subtraction; 
Geometry (2D and 3D 
shape) 

Addition and 
subtraction; 
multiplication and 
division; Money 

Multiplication and                            
Division; 2D and 3D 
shape; statistics  
 

Fractions; 
Measurement (length 
and height); 
Geometry (position 
and direction) 

Measurement 
(time), problem 
solving with all four 
operations ( + - x ÷) 

Measurement, 
(mass, capacity and 
temperature),  
Investigations and 
problem solving ( + 
- x ÷ and fractions) 

English 

Read Write Inc. 
Narrative (Handa’s 
Surprise; Little Red 
Hen, Farmer Duck) 
 
Simple sentences and 
use of past tense 

Read Write Inc. 
(Fireworks poetry; 
instructions) 
 
Sentence types – 
using conjunctions 
(and, or, but, so) and 
adjectives 

Read Write Inc. 
Narratives  
Focus Book – ‘The 
Snail and the Whale’ 
 
Sentence structure 
focus – composition, 
adjectives, adverbs, 
conjunctions (and, or, 
but, so, because, if, 
when, that) 

Non-Fiction 
(persuasive writing, 
letters and fact files)  
Focus book; ‘Dear 
Greenpeace’ 
 
Sentence structure 
focus – composition, 
adjectives, adverbs, 
conjunctions (and, or, 
but, so, because, if, 
when, that), use of 
suffixes (er, est, ly, 
ness, less, ful) 

Non-fiction (write 
about real events, 
reports)  
Sentence structure 
focus – 
composition, 
adjectives, adverbs, 
conjunctions (and, 
or, but, so, 
because, if, when, 
that), use of suffixes 
(er, est, ly, ness, 
less, ful, ment) 

Narrative writings 
Sentence structure 
focus – 
composition, 
adjectives, adverbs, 
conjunctions (and, 
or, but, so, 
because, if, when, 
that) Use of suffixes 
(er, est, ly, ness, 
less, ful, ment) 

Science 

Food & hygiene 
(healthy eating; food 
groups) 

Uses of every day by 
materials by their 
properties and  
investigations 

Habitats and 
microhabitats for 
animals. Link to 
animal groups 
(reptile, amphibian, 
mammal, fish and 
bird) 

Plants and growing 
(investigation of a 
plant’s needs with 
bulb growing)  

Identifying common 
plants, wild plants 
and trees in the UK 
Food chains (link to 
ICT of branching 
databases) 

Adaptations of 
animals and plants 
for survival in their 
habitats. 
 

History 

Changes in shops and food, and shopping 
habits from 150 years ago to the present day. 

Learn about the lives of significant individuals 
from the past (both local Yorkshire and global 
- Christopher Columbus and James Cook - 
discovering the world 

Events beyond living memory (The Battle 
of Hastings in 1066) that are significant 
nationally. 
Bayeux tapestry – historical artefact 



 

Geography 

Understand geographical similarities and 
differences (human and physical features) and 
compare the UK to Nigeria using these 
features.   
 

Geographical skills and fieldwork 
Use atlases and world maps to name and 
locate the five oceans and seven continents. 
 
 

Map skills including simple compass 
directions, and simple keys to show and 
recognise features on a map. 
 
Use aerial photographs and plan 
perspectives to recognise landmarks and 
basic human and physical features. 

Art 

Focus Artist: 
Giuseppe Arcimboldo  
Observational 
drawings using 
different media. 
African sunset 
silhouettes and use of 
pattern in African 
artwork.  

 Focus Artist: Joseph 
Turner 
Using watercolours 
and texture in 
drawings and clay to 
sculpt.  
 

 Focus Artist - Paul 
Klee 
The use of line and 
colour in art. 
Shading and 
sketching 
techniques. 

 

DT 

 Cereal packaging; 
designing, making 
and evaluating 
packaging for its 
effectiveness. 
Sewing a puppet. 

 Bug hotels; choosing 
appropriate materials 
and making changes 
to a design.   

 Use technical 
knowledge to build 
structures that are 
stronger and more 
stable and explore 
mechanisms 
(leavers, sliders) 

Computing 

How to use a computer safely; recognition of 
basic computer icons and input and output 
devices.  
Chicken clicking (e-safety) 
Using drawing software to create own pictures.   

Internet safety 
Simple animation 
Branching databases (link to science) 

Algorithms and debugging them. 
Coding. 

PE 
Core skills and strength; dance. 
 

Gymnastics (large apparatus); circuits 
 

Ball skills (throwing and catching); 
athletics 

RE 

Journeys - Religious 
pilgrimages 

Christmas; Places of 
worship; Signs and 
symbols 

Big Questions -  
Religious artefacts  

Sacred Words - How 
do people pray? 

Expressive Arts – 
Explore the use of 
creativity in religion 
to express beliefs   

Spiritual 
Development – 
What makes you, 
‘you’? 

Music 

Charanga - African 
music (Hands, Feet, 
Heart) 

Ukulele lessons 

Charanga – Ho Ho Ho 

Christmas songs for a 
performance 
Ukulele lessons 

Charanga – Rock 
Music – Sequencing 
sounds 

Charanga – Reggae 
music  

Charanga – Pop 
music 
Reading notation 

Charanga – 
Classical music 
Reading notation 

 


